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In an unprecedented move, municipalities have been warned 

not to splurge their budgets on activities that are aimed at 

campaigning for votes. 

 

 Cities warned on electioneering stunts  

In a circular, the National Treasury has also issued a stern warning to the country's 278 

municipalities not to lower their annual increase on services such as water provision in order to 

woo voters. 

The Treasury was concerned that if municipalities waste money in the run-up to election, this 

would burden the next administration . 

In a municipal budget circular for the 2016/17 medium-term revenue expenditure framework 

(MTREF) dated December 7 2015, municipalities were ordered by the National Treasury to 

refrain from suspending credit control and debt collection measures in a bid to win residents' 

votes. 

"The outgoing council may be tempted to prepare an 'election-friendly budget' - with 

unrealistically low tariff increases and promise an over-ambitious capital expenditure 

programme," reads the circular. 

Treasury did not respond to questions on what had prompted the warning. 

But in the past, the ANC had been accused of using state resources in canvassing for votes. 

According to the National Treasury, should municipalities take this approach, the outcome is 

likely to be unfunded budgets threatening financial sustainability and service delivery. 

That would also risk the budgeting process' public consultations being abused for narrow political 

party interests. 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/


It has also pleaded with municipalities to refrain from buying cars and incurring expenditure that 

will burden the incoming councils. 

In the 2015 MTREF, which includes the financial years from 2015/16 to 2017/18, about R314-

billion will be transferred directly to local government and nearly R32-billion allocated through 

indirect grants. 

Local government elections are scheduled to take place between May and August and according 

to the National Treasury, municipalities are required to decide on new tariffs for property rates, 

electricity, water and other taxes by June 30 following extensive public consultation. 

Thabani Mdlongwa, local government researcher at the Rhodes University-based Public Service 

Accountability Monitor said the public's or taxpayers' money in municipality coffers cannot be 

used for electioneering, as this would be against the Code of Conduct contained in the Municipal 

Systems Act. 

He said the National Treasury's warnings should be enforced by chief financial officers, municipal 

managers and councillors. 

According to Mdlongwa, a political party in charge of a municipality can gain an upper hand if 

there is a perception from voters showing that certain promises have been fulfilled even though 

they may sound unrealistic but voters may also not be swayed by this perception and not base 

their vote on it. 

Kevin Mileham, DA member of the portfolio committee on co-operative governance and 

traditional affairs said electioneering was likely in poorly administered municipalities. 

Zululand district municipality mayor Mpiyakhe Hlatshwayo said activities in National Freedom 

Party-led municipalities were planned and budgeted for. 

 


